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TableTalk: Chayei Sarah
In this week’s Torah reading, we read about Abraham’s most-trusted slave being given the all-important task of finding a wife – the next matriarch – for Isaac. After all the trust that Abraham had in this servant, who was the ruler of all Abraham owned (see 24:2), Abraham now makes him take an oath that he’ll return home to find a wife. He must not take from the idol-worshipping neighbors in Canaan.

How can Abraham trust his servant with everything and yet, here, when it comes time to find a wife for Isaac, he makes him take an oath? Abraham never made him take an oath about anything related to all the money and possessions he had in his care! And if he’s the one being trusted with finding “the perfect woman,” must he then be forced to take an oath?

What do you think?

We learn from here that when it came to something important, Abraham’s servant needed to swear in order to be trusted – and what constitutes an important mission, if not being CFO of Abraham’s wealth? 

The continuation of the Jewish People! Who would be the next matriarch! This was a priority for Abraham, so Abraham’s servant had to take an oath. Even though this was the man whom Avraham believed might take over his household (see 15:2), still this was just too important a matter!

Which one would seem more serious/important to you? A material/financial concern or a religious/spiritual one? How might you show the importance or precedence of one over the other?

What have you prioritized today and how did you show that you cared deeply?

List some of your values and prioritize them. How does your list and prioritization compare/contrast with other people’s list? (This should make some interesting table talk!)
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